THE AMERICAN' ROLE

slander on a prominent American would reflect on the prestige of die
country he unofficially represented. It is doubtful whether either
Britain or Russia would have permitted a similar long-drawn ani
violent campaign to be waged against their own nationals. In all
likelihood their embassies would either have backed up their re-
spective citizens vigorously or have brought about their early recall.
One could naturally advance the argument that such official Ameri-
can indifference provided a splendid example of American de-
mocracy, liberalism, and tolerance. But American interests would
have been better served if these virtues had been demonstrated in an
example less negative than I'affaire Millspaugh.

As to Dr. Millspaugh, no flaw in his honest desire to stabilize :I:e
economy of Iran can be noted. But he failed to realize that salvation
of the economy was only a secondary objective of the Iranians. As
pointed out earlier, Iran treated the United States primarily as a
friendly "third power," which should be brought gradually to this
pare of the world and in its adherence to straightforward principles
of international intercourse shield Iran against foreign, and in par-
ticular Soviet, imperialism. The setting in order of Iranian eco-
nomic life was thus only a means to an end. Dr. Millspaugh, how-
ever, attempted to be "plus catholique que le pape." In other words,
he endeavored to help the Iranians more than they wished to be
helped. And in this missionary zeal he was even prepared to incur
their hostility. In so doing he was defeating the purpose for which
he was asked to come.

Fortunately for the United States, certain things could be salvaged
in the midst of the Millspaugh disaster. Dr. Millspaugh's mission
was not the only American mission in Iran although it was the most
important. In 1942 a military mission headed by Major General C. S.
Ridley arrived to assist the Iranian government. In contrast to the
executive character of the Financial Mission, the Military Mission
was to act in an advisory capacity only. Its competence extended to
the Quartermaster branch of the army and did not include opera-
tional affairs. Assisted by Colonel Dumond and ten other officers,
General Ridley was said to have established good relations with his
Iranian military colleagues. If any differences arose between him
and the Iranians, they were never brought to public notice and